
The Wisconsin open meetings law requires that the Board, or Board Committee, only take action on subject matter that is noticed on their respective agendas.  Persons wishing to place items on the 
agenda should contact the District Office at 715-424-6701, at least seven working days prior to the meeting date for the item to be considered.  The item may be referred to the appropriate committee or 
placed on the Board agenda as determined by the Superintendent and/or Board president. 

With advance notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of persons with disabilities by providing a sign language interpreter or other auxiliary aids, by calling 715-424-6701. 

School Board members may attend the above Committee meeting(s) for information gathering purposes.  If a quorum of Board members should appear at any of the Committee meetings, a regular 
School Board meeting may take place for purposes of gathering information on an item listed on one of the Committee agendas.  If such a meeting should occur, the date, time, and location of the 
Board meeting will be that of the particular Committee as listed on the Committee agenda. 

AGENDA 

Wisconsin Rapids Board of Education 
Educational Services Committee 

510 Peach Street · Wisconsin Rapids, WI  54494 · (715) 424-6701 

Mary Rayome, Chairperson 
John Benbow, Jr. 

Katie Bielski-Medina 
Troy Bier 

Larry Davis 
Sandra Hett 

John Krings, President 

LOCATION:  Board of Education, 510 Peach Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
 Conference Room A/B 

TIME:  6:00 p.m. 

I. Call to Order

II. Public Comment

III. Actionable Items

A. New Course/Curriculum Proposals – Decision
B. WRPS Special Education Statutory Requirements and Procedures 

Handbook

IV. Update Items

A. Virtual Student Enrollment Numbers
B. School and District Report Cards
C. ESSER Funds

V. Consent Agenda Items

VI. Future Agenda Items/Information Requests 
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LOCATION: Board of Education, 510 Peach Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
   Conference Room A/B 
 
TIME: 6:00 p.m. 
 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. Public Comment 

 
III. Actionable Items 

 
A. New Course/Curriculum Proposals - Decision 

 
At the November 2020 Educational Services Committee meeting, 20 new course 
and curriculum modification proposals were presented to the Committee to be con-
sidered and voted on in December.  A summary of each proposal was shared, with 
time for questions and discussion.  Each course proposal can be found in the 
November Educational Services Committee Background in Attachments F through 
S.  In addition, each proposal was presented to and discussed by the Council for 
Instructional Improvement (CII).  The Council then voted on each proposal.  A 
summary of the CII’s individual comments and vote is included in Attachment A.  
The Central Office Administrative team also discussed each proposal.  Based on 
these discussions and input gathered, the administration makes the following rec-
ommendations:  
 
1. New Course Proposals 

 
a. History Through Media 

 
This course will provide a .5 social studies elective credit with a focus on 
history as presented through media which will allow students an opportunity 
to better examine and appreciate significant historical events.  History 
Through Media will replace AP European History.   
 
The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 26 yes, 0 no, 0 unsure. 
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The administration recommends approval of the course History Through 
Media for a one-half credit elective course at Lincoln High School (LHS) for 
grades 11 and 12 to begin in the 2021-22 school year.  
 

b. Introduction to Diversity Studies – (Transcripted Credit – Mid-State) 
 
This social studies 0.5 elective course introduces learners to the study of 
diversity from a local to a global environment using a holistic, interdiscipli-
nary approach.  The course encourages self-exploration and prepares the 
learner to work in a diverse environment.  Diversity Studies will replace 
American Indians and Treaty Rights. 
 
The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 25 yes, 0 no, 1 unsure. 
 
The administration recommends approval of the Transcripted Credit Course 
Introduction to Diversity Studies for a 0.5 elective course at LHS for grades 
11 and 12 to begin in the 2021-22 school year.  
 

c. American History in Depth 
 
This social studies 0.5 elective course is a seminar course which allows stu-
dents to conduct in depth explorations of specific themes in US History.  This 
course would be open to 10th grade Advanced Placement US History (APUSH) 
students as well as any 11th or 12th grade student who has completed their 
American History requirement.  The project based course allows students to 
dive deeper into topics of their choice.  American History in Depth will replace 
Roots of Modern Conflict. 
 
The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 26 yes, 0 no, 0 unsure. 
 
The administration recommends approval of the course American History in 
Depth for a 0.5 elective course at LHS for 10th grade APUSH students as well 
as 11th and 12th grade students who have completed their LHS American 
history requirement to begin in the 2021-22 school year.  
 

d. America’s Voice 
 
This course offers LHS students the ability to experience the history curricu-
lum through literature that reflected the era that students are studying.  This 
course will be a 0.5 history credit and a 0.5 English credit for students.  The 
course will run one hour for two terms and be co-taught with an English/ 
Language Arts (ELA) and social studies teacher.  All students who complete 
their freshman level language arts and social studies credits may take this 
course their sophomore year. 
 
The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 26 yes, 0 no, 0 unsure. 
 
The administration recommends approval of the course America’s Voice for a 
0.5 social studies credit and a 0.5 ELA credit at LHS for 10th grade APUSH  
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students as well as students who have completed their LHS American History 
requirement to begin in the 2021-22 school year.  
 

e. America’s Story 
 
This course will cover American history from the end of WW II until the pre-
sent day.  Literature as primary sources will be used to teach the curriculum 
of this course.  Students will engage through discussions, role plays, histori-
cal simulations and a host of other hands-on activities.  Sophomore students 
who take America’s Voice trimesters 1 & 2 will be required to take America’s 
Story in trimester 3.  
 
The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 26 yes, 0 no, 0 unsure. 
 
The administration recommends approval of the course America’s Story for a 
0.5 social studies credit at LHS to begin in the 2021-22 school year.  
 

f. Health, Safety and Nutrition Blended 
 
This course will give students in the Family Issues Pathway the opportunity 
to complete an additional three dual credits at Mid-State Technical College.  
Students will also have the opportunity to earn an industry based certification 
necessary to work in child care settings.  The course integrates strategies 
that support diversity, cultural responsiveness, and anti-bias perspectives, 
examine governmental regulations, plan nutritionally sound menus, examine 
child abuse and neglect issues and mandates among other competencies.  
The course is open to grade 10, 11 and 12 students. 
 
The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 24 yes, 0 no, 2 unsure. 
 
The administration recommends approval of the course Health, Safety and 
Nutrition Blended for a 0.5 Family and Consumer Sciences MSTC Transcripted 
Credit at LHS to begin in the 2021-22 school year.  
 

g. Physics I or Conceptual Physics 
 
This course will replace and expand on CNS 9A.  It will be a 0.5 science 
credit.  The course will be open to all students at LHS with no math pre-
requisite.  The course will address motion, Newton’s Laws, momentum, work 
and energy, waves and light.   
 
The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 21 yes, 3 no, 2 unsure. 
 
The administration recommends approval of the course Physics I or Concep-
tual Physics for a 0.5 science credit at LHS to begin in the 2021-22 school 
year.  
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h. Astronomy 

 
This course will replace and expand on CNS 9A.  It will be a 0.5 science 
credit.  The course will be open to 10 – 12 the grade students at LHS with an 
Algebra I pre-requisite.  The course will address solar systems, stars, 
galaxies and the universe. 
 
The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 21 yes, 3 no, 2 unsure. 
 
The administration recommends approval of the course Astronomy for a 0.5 
science credit at LHS to begin in the 2021-22 school year.  
 

i. Topics in Physical Science 
 
This course is a new course offered to 9th and 10th grade students.  It will be 
a 0.5 science credit.  The course will provide a general introduction to chem-
istry, physics, and earth science topics through storyline or phenomenon 
exploration.  There are no prerequisites.  This course will provide struggling 
students with another option to earn credit during their freshman or sopho-
more year.  This course is not designed for those on a college/university 
track.   
 
The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 18 yes, 6 no, 2 unsure. 
 
The administration recommends approval of the course Topics in Physical 
Science for a 0.5 science credit at LHS to begin in the 2021-22 school year.  
 

j. Topics in Life Science 
 
This course is a new course offered to 9th and 10th grade students.  It will be 
a 0.5 science credit.  The course will provide a general introduction to biology 
topics through storyline or phenomenon exploration.  There are no pre-
requisites.  This course will provide struggling students with another option 
to earn credit during their freshman or sophomore year.  This course is not 
designed for those on a college/university track.   
 
The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 19 yes, 6 no, 1 unsure. 
 
The administration recommends approval of the course Topics in Life Science 
for a 0.5 science credit at LHS to begin in the 2021-22 school year.  
 

k. PLTW Biomedical Science-Human Body Systems 
 
This is a 1.0 science credit course.  LHS offers the first course of the PLTW 
biomedical program.  In the second level of PLTW Biomedical Science, 
students will build upon and add to the skills and knowledge learned in the 
first course.  Students will explore the concepts of the human body, medicine 
and concepts of biology.  This course will be offered in grades 10–12 with no 
prerequisites.  
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The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 23 yes, 2 no, 1 unsure. 
 
The administration recommends approval of the course PLTW Biomedical 
Science-Human Body Systems for a 1.0 science credit at LHS to begin in the 
2021-22 school year.  
 

l. Environmental Science I 
 

This course replaces and expands on CNS 10 B.  It is a 0.5 credit course that 
is open to students in grades 9-12 with no prerequisites.  The course will 
address biomes and ecosystems, transfer of energy, populations, cycles and 
human impact on the environment. 
 
The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 23 yes, 2 no, 1 unsure. 
 
The administration recommends approval of the course Environmental Sci-
ence 1 for 0.5 science credit at LHS to begin in the 2021-22 school year.  

 
2. Science Name Change Proposals 

 
a. Comprehensive Natural Science – Chemistry/Biology A (CNS 10A) to Chemis-

try 1 
 

The name change will more clearly represent the content and focus of the 
course, will convey how the course is the first part of a sequence of chemis-
try focused classes and helps illustrate that these three courses are 
scaffolded. 
 
The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 23 yes, 2 no, 1 unsure. 
 
The administration recommends approval of the course name change of 
Comprehensive Natural Science – Chemistry/Biology A (CNS 10A) to Chem-
istry 1 to begin in the 2021-22 school year.  

 
b. Principles of Chemistry to Chemistry 2 

 
The name change will convey how the course is the second part of a 
sequence of chemistry focused classes and helps illustrate that these three 
courses are scaffolded. 
 
The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 23 yes, 2 no, 1 unsure. 
 
The administration recommends approval of the course name change of Prin-
ciples of Chemistry to Chemistry 2 to begin in the 2021-22 school year.  
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c. Chemistry Applications to Chemistry 3

The name change will convey how the course is the third part of a sequence
of chemistry focused classes and helps illustrate that these three courses are
scaffolded.

The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 23 yes, 2 no, 1 unsure.

The administration recommends approval of the course name change of
Chemistry Applications to Chemistry 3 to begin in the 2021-22 school year.

d. CNS 10B to Microbiology

This course will be the part of CNS 10B that covers cells, genetics and inher-
itance and evolution.

The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 23 yes, 2 no, 1 unsure.

The administration recommends approval of the course name change of CNS
10B to Microbiology to begin in the 2021-22 school year.

e. Principles of Biology to Macrobiology

This course name change more clearly defines the large organisms and their
place in nature topics that will be covered: classification, the five kingdoms,
viruses and systems.

The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 23 yes, 2 no, 1 unsure.

The administration recommends approval of the course name change of Prin-
ciples of Biology to Macrobiology to begin in the 2021-22 school year.

f. Principle of Environment to Environmental Science 2

This course name change more clearly defines the topics that will be cov-
ered:  sustainability, Silva culture-forest concepts, aquaculture, renewable
energy and animal management.

The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 23 yes, 2 no, 1 unsure.

The administration recommends approval of the course name change of Prin-
ciple of Environment to Environmental Science 2 to begin in the 2021-22
school year.

g. Comprehensive Natural Science – Physics/Earth Science B to Earth Structure
and Processes

This course name change more clearly defines the topics that will be cov-
ered:  internal layers, plate tectonics and weather.
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The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 23 yes, 2 no, 1 unsure. 

The administration recommends approval of the course name change of 
Comprehensive Natural Science – Physics/Earth Science B to Earth Structure 
and Processes to begin in the 2021-22 school year.  

3. Course Pre-requisite Change

The LHS math department is seeking to change two course prerequisites.  In
order to register for Geometry, students will need to pass Algebra 1 instead of
the current prerequisite of attempting Algebra 1.  In order to register for
Explorations, students must pass Algebra 1 and attempt Geometry instead of
the current prerequisite of attempting both Algebra 1 and Geometry prior to
taking Explorations.  These changes are based upon the standards and the
increased need to better understand Algebra 1 in order to have success in
Geometry and Explorations.

The CII supported this proposal by a vote of 25 yes, 1 no, 0 unsure.

The administration recommends approval of the pre-requisite change for
Explorations from attempting Algebra 1 before taking Geometry and attempting
Algebra 1 and Geometry prior to taking Explorations to instead pass Algebra 1
before taking Geometry and pass Algebra 1 and attempt Geometry prior to tak-
ing Explorations.

B. WRPS Special Education Statutory Requirements and Procedures Handbook

As a condition of funding under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA), districts are required to establish written procedures for implementing fed-
eral special education laws.  In addition, Wisconsin law requires local educational
agencies to establish written procedures for implementing state and federal special
education requirements.  These systematic requirements and procedures have been
developed to meet this obligation.  This handbook may also be used as a reference
tool for staff development activities to promote understanding of and compliance
with special education requirements.  The Handbook is provided as Attachment B.

Dr. Dani Scott, Director of Pupil Services, will be present to answer any questions
that the Board may have about the Handbook.

The administration recommends approval of the WRPS Handbook of Special
Education Systematic Requirements and Procedures.

IV. Updates

A. Virtual Student Enrollment Numbers

1. Roxanne Filtz, Director of Curriculum and Instruction, will provide an enrollment
update of the off-campus/virtual programs.  Attachment C provides the number
of students enrolled as of the end of Trimester 1, November 24, 2020.
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B. School and District Report Cards

1. As a result of the April 15, 2020, enactment of the 2019 Wisconsin Act 185, the
coronavirus relief package, and the ESEA waiver granted by the Department of
Education on March 23, all state and federal academic assessment require-
ments have officially been suspended or waived for 2019-20 and there will be
no new ESSA identifications or state accountability report cards issued during
the 2020-21 school year.

In addition, 2019 Wisconsin Act 185 prohibits the release of school and district
accountability report cards in the 2020-21 school year.  This means the Office
of Educational Accountability (OEA) will not issue school or district report cards
for 2019-20 (the report cards that would usually be publicly released in
November).

Though there will be no 2019-20 report cards, OEA is planning to provide
accountability preview reports directly to schools and districts in January/ Feb-
ruary of 2021.  These preview reports will use data from prior years (i.e., 2018-
19 assessment results) to demonstrate the report card calculation and data
changes, and will supplement the data available in WISEdash for Districts.
Again, these reports will not be released publicly and would primarily serve as a
planning tool to support schools and districts in continuous improvement.

C. ESSER Funds

The ESSER Grant Program, part of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Secu-
rity (CARES) Act, provides funds to help LEAs respond to changes in student needs
due to COVID-19 (CARES Act, Section 18003).  Ms. Filtz will provide a summary of
how WRPS has used its CARES Act dollars to provide necessary materials and ser-
vices to the district in order to respond to changes in our District needs.

Attachment D presents a summary of expenses to date.

V. Consent Agenda Items

Committee members will be asked to decide which items should be placed on the con-
sent agenda for the regular Board of Education meeting.

VI. Future Agenda Items/Information Requests

Agenda items are determined by the Committee Chair after consultation with appropri-
ate administration depending upon other agenda items, presentation information, and
agenda availability.

Future agenda items/information requests include, but are not limited to:

• Purchasing Policy (January)
• Pitsch Early Learning Center Update (January)
• 2022-2023, 2023-2024, 2024-2025 School Calendars (January)
• Mid-Year AGR Report (February)
• Strategic Plan (February)






























































































































































































